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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ. Director of tnformat1on and Pubhcahons (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 30, 1985 
Local/Area 
CHARLESTON, IL--Participation in the academic Honors program at Eastern 
Illinois University is increasing 11 because our programs have a culture of 
acceptance, 11 according to Dr. Herbert Lasky, Program Director. 
The programs began in 1982 with an enrollment of 50 students. This 
year a total of 200 students--50 more than last year--enrolled in two Honors 
Programs designed to give academically talented students an opportunity to 
achieve maximum intellectual growth. 
Both programs emphasize the need for good communication and research 
skills and require the students to take special Honors courses offering an 
enhansed curriculum, small class sizes and instructors selected by the Honors 
Committee. 
The University Honors program, for eligible students who began as 
freshman at Eastern, requires a minimum of 25 hours of Honors courses. Departmental 
Honors, for eligible upper division students, including transfer students, 
requires 12 hours of Honors courses and a senior thesis written under the 
supervision of an Honors faculty member. 
In-coming freshman Honors students are given a chance to compete for 
10 one-time scholarships of $1000 by including an essay with their application 
for admittance into the program. Essays are judged by the Honors Committee 
based on evidence of the writer's potential scholastic abilities. 
Lasky said that though the students are attracted to the program by 
their desire to achieve academic excellence, the atmosphere of the Honors 
Programs is non-competitive. We are inclusive, not exclusive, .. Lasky said. 
-more-
(' 
.. Honors Programs 
Add 1 
Senior Honors student Tim McCoy started with the University Honors 
Program in 1982. He likes the way the Honors courses are structured. 
"The smaller class sizes, usually limited to 15 students, make it 
easier to have classroom discussions and individualized attention from the 
instructor," he said. 
A unique characteristic of the Eastern programs is that they are entirely 
operated by Honors students, Lasky said. 
Students are responsible for the secretarial and record keeping functions 
of the programs and share other responsibilities including tutoring other 
Honors students, he said. 
To be eligible for either of the programs, students must meet at least 
two of the following criteria: have an ACT composite score of at least 26 
or an SAT of at least 1100; be in the upper 10 percent of their high school 
graduating class; carry a 3.5 GPA for at least 12 hours of course work at 
Eastern; or receive permission from the Director of Honors and the coordinator 
for Departmental Honors. 
An offshoot of the Honors Programs, the Association of Honors Students, 
provides social activities for members. 
McCoy, secretary, past president and founder of the Eastern association, 
feels that while the Honors Programs accent acad~mic enrichment, the social 
aspects provided by the association are just dS important to the students. 
"The association allows the students to develop friendships with each 
other and with faculty members outside the classroom," McCoy said. 
"We also meet Honors students from other universities at conventions 
and seminars," he said. 
Association members work hard to raise money to send delegations to 
regional and national conventions, and Eastern's is usually one of the largest, 
Lasky said. 
Eight members of the Association will be going to the national convention 
in Salt Lake City this month. 
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